CONDITIONS OF EFFECTIVE DEFENCE
entirely in keeping with Nationalist doctrine, the
doctrine that it is humiliating to have to negotiate
with foreigners at all. True national dignity de-
mands that the nation shall be in a position to impose
its will by its own power. (A young Nazi 'regretted'
the peaceful outcome of the Saar question and was
sorrowful that German rights had not been gained
by German blood.)
When one reads daily comments which plainly
assume that peace can be secured in the frame-work of
the old anarchy by remedy of specific grievances, that
revision of the Versailles Treaty is itself the key to
peace, one can only wonder at the shortness of public
memory. Were we suffering under a Versailles
Treaty when we entered a war which every honest
observer knows we would have entered, whether
there had been the Belgian issue or not? As a dozen
other states entered without that particular commit-
ment ? Relations between this country and Germany
were better on the eve of the War, as Mr. Winston
Churchill reminded us the other day, than they had
been for a long time* We entered the War because
German victory would have deprived us of defence;
as our victory has deprived Germany of defence. The
Germans challenged our naval power because they
feared it would one day be used, as indeed it was used,
as an instrument helping to impose upon them utterly
unjust conditions. All that is inseparable from the old
system with whatever goodwill it may be worked*
Let us assume that we could make concessions to
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